
On Tuesday 15th July the third Youth Heritage Conference was held in the magnificent 

Tudor mansion of Wollaton Hall, Nottingham.   

 

The day included reports from the George Africanus projects, the City's World War 

one youth group who visited several battlefield sites earlier this year, Junction Arts who 

have engaged school pupils in exploring the rural heritage and Greenshoots who 

showed images from their projects including Its A Riot! that led to a very successful 

show at the Nottingham Contemporary. Lots of young people themselves spoke about 

the impact on their lives of the projects and their enthusiasm shone through the reports. 

Rubber Goat Films then  ran a great film recording the beginnings of break dancing in 

Nottingham with links to New York.   

 

Nottinghamshire Archives presented certificates to their young Home Education students 

who preserved a remarkable collection of WW1 memorial papers titled The Wake-

field Collection and all had undertaken individual outreach projects connected to the 

themes of the papers in the collection ranging from Chilwell Munitions to Jamaican sol-

diers and the role of women during the war. 

  
Youth Heritage entrance Source: Chris Weir 
  

Past Lives Project 
With funding from Arts Council and Heritage Lottery Past Lives Project is calling out for local cine film, photos and history 

featuring everyday lives of the region. They are digitising local film for free; the original depositor keeps their film and gets 

a free digitised copy too. The digitised film will be edited and a live composition created by international musicians and 

strings from Sinfonia Viva Orchestra will be created as a soundtrack to the new Nottingham film. Would you be able to help 

them find local cine film? People hide it away and often it gets destroyed when people move house, or is stored in warm 

conditions and deteriorates rapidly, cine film has so much social history that we are losing at a ever increasing rate. They 

are asking groups with heritage contacts to help them spread the message, to get people looking in cupboards and under 

beds to save this precious social history before it is lost forever. The project are running a photo and cine film heritage day 

on 9th August 1-4 and they are also calling out for heritage volunteers on that day too. As they are a short project they will 

need local groups to pass volunteers on to afterwards, would that be of interest to your group? See the YouTube video 

showing how they work. http://youtu.be/S-p-snRYfgA or contact Debbie Cooper on 07866693436. 
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NLHA Services 
 

The NLHA offers a wealth of support and services to our members these include: 

PUBLISHING 

We offer a grant to cover not more than 50% of the publishing costs up to a maximum of £200  

We offer a grant not a loan subject to:  

The applicant must be an NLHA member 

NLHA seeing a final draft (or for larger documents a significant portion) of the document 

An acknowledgement in the document, and any subsequent publicity, of NLHA support 

The document relating (in general terms) to Nottinghamshire and heritage 

The document being of an acceptable quality  

NLHA will also provide/sell ISBN reference numbers for use with the publication NLHA will provide promotional activities 

through the newsletter, Facebook page, web-page, The Nottinghamshire Historian etc.  

WEB SITES 

We offer NLHA member societies the opportunity to have their web-sites hosted within our domain for a charge of £25 

per year (they would pay approx. £100 per year for a commercial service – this is in addition to the £15 NLHA society 

subscription  

We will make available our experience and technical knowledge to help member societies set up or develop their own 

web-sites (we have already done this for FONA)  

‘KICK START’ GRANTS  

We may provide grants of up to £200 to help member societies either start up or re-start subject to the same sort of 

conditions that we apply to publishing.  

Bilsthorpe Officially Opens its Mining Museum 
Mark Spencer MP Officially opened the Bilsthorpe Mining Museum at an official ceremony in July.  The Museum  is also 

now home to copies of the Chad newspaper and all of its predecessors all the way back to 1856 in hard copy and on 

microfiche.                                      

 

From left to right Bilsthorpe  

Banner, inside the museum  

and Mark Spencer MP 

officially opening the museum. 
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FONA  
(Friends of Nottinghamshire Archives)  

 The FONA website, hosted by the NLHA, is now up and running.  FONA is now a member of the 

NLHA and looks forward to continuing to host its site with the organisation in the future.  See 

www.fona.org.uk for more information. At the next AGM in March 2015 FONA have a vacancy for a 

new Treasurer and Membership Secretary as Graham Crisp has decided to stand down.  If you would 

like to considered for this post, please contact FONA through their website.  Graham would like to 

introduce his successor to the systems in timely fashion for a smooth transaction. 

Sherwood Forest Bus Tour 
Mercian Archaeology are delighted to invite you to join them on the first "Robin Hood Express" Sher-

wood Forest Bus Tour! They are running their first tour on Thursday 21st August 2014. The tour will stop 

at Rufford Abbey, Sherwood Forest National Nature Reserve (home of the World famous  Major Oak), 

King John's Palace, and Newstead Abbey. You will also learn about local heritage, history and archae-

ology as you pass through this landscape of legends... on board a vintage RouteMaster London bus! 

Renowned expert Archaeologists from Mercian Archaeological Services CIC’s   Sherwood Forest Ar-

chaeology Project   have come together with local Historian, Archaeologist and Specialist Peter 

Hammond, and   Blackmore Commercials Ltd  . To provide this fantastic heritage tour of legendary 

Sherwood Forest. The tour combines unrivaled local knowledge of historic Sherwood Forest with an op-

portunity to ride on board a vintage RouteMaster bus. More details can be seen at their web-

site http://www.sherwoodbustours.com The tour stops at the famous Sherwood sites listed above and 

also explores many of the sites and villages along the way that make up this magical landscape. The 

tour stops for an hour at Rufford Abbey to allow for a visit around the site and for refreshments stops 

at the various cafes at the site, and to visit the shop and exhibitions. The tour also stops for an hour at 

the Sherwood Forest National Nature Reserve to allow visitors time to explore and also to purchase 

lunch or eat at the visitors centre, and to visit the shop and exhibitions. The afternoon visits are for half 

an hour at King John’s Palace with a tour of the site provided by Andy Gaunt of Mercian. The visit to 

Newstead includes an external tour of the buildings by Peter Hammond. (An internal tour can be 

booked on arrival but is subject to the usual charge for the site).  The tour departs from Wellington Cir-

cus in Nottingham on Thursday 21st August 2014 at 9:30am and returns by 17:00 depending on traf-

fic. All of the above costs just £12.50 per person!! Amazing value for a day out in the Forest! If you 

would like to book one of the limited places for this inaugural voyage of the Robin Hood Express then 

please book quickly. First come first served... Tickets can be bought 

at http://www.sherwoodbustours.com 

http://www.blackmorecommercials.co.uk/Welcome.html
http://www.sherwoodbustours.com/
http://www.sherwoodbustours.com/


The fantastic achievements of Nottinghamshire museums and heritage sites were 

celebrated at the Nottinghamshire Heritage Awards ceremony, held at Nottingham 

Trent University on 17 July 2014. 

The ceremony celebrates the work of museum, archives and heritage sites throughout the 

county, with the University of Nottingham Museum winning the coverted prize of Heri-

tage Site of the Year. The Awards, supported by Nottingham Trent University, are in their 

seventh year, recognising excellence in museums and heritage across the county.   

 

The 2014 winners are:  

 

Best Event 2014 

Winner: The Flintham Museum, for "Meet Flintham's Pre-World War Families"  

 

Best Exhibition 2014 

Winner: The Galleries of Justice Museum, for "Bow Street Dock - Special Exhibition Pro-

gramme" 

  

Highly Commended: Creswell Crags, for "Man or Superman: Pin Hole Man" 

 

Inspiration Award for Best Special Project 2014 

Winner: Papplewick Pumping Station and Dragon Breath Theatre, for "A Crack in Time"  

 

Work with Children and Young People 2014 

Winner: The National Centre for Citizenship and the Law and the Galleries of Justice 

Museum, for "I Pledge"  

 

Care and Development of Collections 2014 

Winner: The Museum of the Horse, for the creation of the museum 

 

Special Contribution 2014 

Winner: Susan Clayton (The Flintham Museum) 

 

Lifetime achievement award 2014 

Winner: Geoffrey Bond 

 

Heritage Site of the Year 2014 

Winner: University of Nottingham Museum 

Local History Association. 

Nottinghamshire’s award winning museums!  
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The University of Cambridge are now inviting applications for their 2014/15 

programme of part-time University courses at their University of Cambridge 

Institute of Continuing Education (ICE). There are four course areas in particular 

that might be of especial interest to members of the Nottinghamshire Local His-

tory association; Undergraduate Certificate in Local History * Undergraduate 

Advanced Diploma in Local History * Undergraduate Certificate in Archae-

ology 

The final course “Castles of the East Midlands and East Anglia” will take 

place on the weekend of 26–28 September. Information can be found at 

www.ice.cam.ac.uk/castles Please see www.ice.cam.ac.uk for further informa-

tion on the other courses. 

The Framework Knitters Museum 
On 26th July the Framework Knitters Museum at Ruddington celebrated the 

launch of the first stage of the redevelopment of the museum made possible by 

the Heritage Lottery Fund, and opened two brand-new exhibitions - including 

the UK’s first gallery entirely dedicated to the Luddite revolt. The two new gal-

leries enabled visitors to find out how the historic industry is intrinsic to, not just 

the county’s heritage, but issues that still affect people across the world.  The 

new Luddite gallery tells the story of the Luddite revolt, which started in Not-

tingham before spreading across the country, and examine the conditions that 

surrounded the uprising. While the new Machine Room charts the development 

of the industry, explore the birth of lace, and encourage the ongoing debate 

about the production of cheap clothing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part-time Local History Courses from the University of Cambridge  
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New Sherwood Forest Project Website launched 

 

 

The fieldwork for phase 1 of the Robin Hood’s Village Volunteer Dig has now 

been completed. The excavations ran from the 14th - 25th of July 2014, and 

was Mercian's contribution to the Festival of British Archaeology. The project so far 

has been a fantastic success, recognised as Sherwood Forest's biggest ever volun-

teer excavation with 117 different people digging over the course of 12 days, 

producing over 1,374.75 hours of FREE Community Archaeology. The dig en-

gaged a large number of people in the village of Edwinstowe with 15 test pits 

dug in gardens around the village. A significant number of properties have now 

signed up for stage 2 which is now being organised for the autumn by popular 

demand.    

 

Alongside the local community people volunteered from all over the region and 

around the United Kingdom with people coming from around England and North-

ern Ireland.   The project was also joined by a volunteer all the way from Queen-

sland Australia please see the Mercian website for more information. 

www.mercian-as.co.uk 
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Rufford Abbey Dig 

Was carried out by Nottinghamshire County Council and a team of volunteers 

in July and provided some interesting results that are still being analysed but 

we can tell you that they discovered 

three Medieval walls parallel to the 

end of the West range, one at right an-

gles which is seemingly an external 

wall. One internal wall has the remains 

of whitewash and two human teeth 

were found.  This significantly amends 

their previous understanding of the site, 

suggesting more phases of construction, 

indeed it suggest major changes to the 

Abbey Church, but there was a distinct 

lack of dating evidence so phasing is far from 

clear.  It will take them some time to digest the 

results.  
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Would you like to receive every edition of 
this newsletter direct to your email?  If so 
please send your details to us.            
chairman@nlha.org.uk  

Rufford Abbey Dig 2014 

Source: Mercian Archaeology 
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