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New NLHA Website Launched

We are pleased to announce the launch of our new interactive website. As well as very regular news updates, it shows daily local talks and events of interest to many local and family historians. We would like
to thank our webmaster Susan Griffiths and also David Anderson for their hard work on the project. Coming soon there will be a facility for you to contribute directly to the website. See www.nlha.org.uk for further information.

NLHA Day-Schools
October 2014 Day-School

Our October 2014 Day School will be a joint event with the Thoroton Society on the subject of ‘The Home
Front’, highlighting the effects of World War I on families, farms, estates and communities throughout Nottinghamshire. We are looking for speakers to give short presentations and/or societies to produce displays or exhibitions.
If you feel that you have anything to contribute please contact Sarah Seaton or John Parker.

The 1st Nottinghamshire Local History and
Archaeology Day

Saturday 21 June
Free Event at various venues – see individual listings for details. Drop in or join us for the whole day Local history and archaeology societies from throughout the county along with archaeological units, museums and other
regional archaeological organisations will display, examine and discuss current archaeological work being undertaken throughout Nottinghamshire. Suitable for everyone including those with a general interest in what is
happening in their area, people actively taking part in archaeological work and those wanting to get involved.
11am -12.15pm
Short talks on local archaeological projects Five local societies present their work. The session will be introduced
by David Knight from Trent and Peak Archaeology who will also give a short overview of work in the region.
Djanogly Recital Hall (no.3 entrance next to the Museum). Free but tickets need to be booked through the box
office.
12 - 4pm
Stalls
Local history and archaeology societies and regional archaeological units and organisations will display and
discuss their work. See the wide and varied work that is being done and find out about opportunities to join in.
Rehearsal Hall (no.3 entrance next to the Museum).
Drop in event.
12 - 4pm
Portable Antiquities Database and the Historic Environment Record for Nottinghamshire. Join the Finds Liaison
Officer for Nottinghamshire and Nottinghamshire County Council to see what has been found in your area and
bring objects for identification.
Museum. Drop in event.
12 - 4pm
Hands on Sessions with archaeological material from Nottinghamshire Come and handle and find out more
about a wide variety of archaeological material from Nottinghamshire including stone artefacts, pottery, coins,
animal bones and environmental material dating from the Palaeolithic to the post medieval period.
Angear Visitor Centre, Djanogly Gallery 2, Learning Studio (no.1 entrance next to the Museum).
Drop in event.
This day is organised by The University of Nottingham Museum and supported by the Thoroton Society and the
Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies.
www.lakesidearts.org.uk
Box office 0115 846 7777
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THE HARRY JOHNSON AWARD 2014
for best restoration of a building, or best new building, within the
county of Nottinghamshire
Nominations are invited from individuals, architects, builders and local Councils, for buildings to be considered for
the above award.
The prestigious Harry Johnson Award, sponsored jointly by the Campaign to Protect Rural England and the Nottinghamshire Building Preservation Trust, is given every two years to acknowledge best restoration of a building,
or the best new building in its locality.
Nominations should be delivered to the Secretary of the Nottinghamshire Building Preservation Trust, The Minster
Chambers, Church Street, Southwell, Nottinghamshire NG25 0HD, to arrive not later than 11th May, 2014.
Buildings should have been completed since 1st May 2011. The judges will be looking especially for smaller buildings (new-build or restorations of existing structures) which enhance their environment and show the use of historic materials and methods. It is helpful to the judges if 'before' and 'after' photographs can be supplied, together
with a brief description of the building and its history.
A site visit may be required and entrants will be contacted to make the arrangements.

Maureen Stockwood
Chairman (NBPT)

Nottinghamshire Local History Fair
On Sunday 11 May 2014 the Nottinghamshire County Council Library Service will be hosting its
second annual Local History Fair at Mansfield Central Library.
It will build on the success of the first such event in 2013 when 30 local history societies and heritage groups from across the county converged on Mansfield and were joined by storytellers, children’s activities, and demonstrations of local crafts such as spinning and lace making. It was a real
family day out and over 300 people came along to make links with local history.
A whole floor of Mansfield Library will be devoted to the fair which will also extend throughout the
library. Mansfield Library is open to the public on Sundays between 11a.m. and 3p.m., and there is
also free parking on Sundays in the Four Seasons multi-storey car park next door.
There will be live demonstrations of local crafts, storytelling, talks and other local history presentations by heritage groups — continuing to establish the Great Nottinghamshire Local History Fair as
an important showcase for local history in Nottinghamshire, where local societies will find a forum to
promote their work, attract new members, sell their publications, and share expertise and experiences with other groups.
Contact Helen Fox for more information. helen.fox@nottscc.gov.uk

WWI Life Lines Project
The Nottinghamshire Archives, Weston Gallery and Manuscripts and Special Collections at the University of Nottingham have joined forces for Life Lines. They are asking people to share their personal WW1 letters and other paper archive material on social media sites, while also introducing
them to conservation processes and the workings of the archivists, ‘behind the scenes at the Museum’. The launch is on 8 May please see individual websites for more information.
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Welbeck Village Open Weekend
~Food Art and Fun~ Welbeck Village 14 June
2014—15 June 2014
Join us for a jolly good day out at Welbeck. Visitors will be able to explore parts of Welbeck Village
that are not usually open to the public and enjoy the splendid historic architecture built by the 5th
Duke of Portland in the late 1800’s. Food from the award-winning producers on the Welbeck Estate
will be available to try and buy at The Welbeck Farm Shop. Enjoy a pint of real ale from Welbeck
Abbey Brewery and pick up a picnic to take away. The School of Artisan Food will be opening its
doors for the weekend with tours, talks and demonstrations, and Welbeck Abbey Brewery will also be
open and running scheduled tours of the brewery throughout the weekend.
The Harley Studios will be open for the weekend as part of Open Studios Nottinghamshire. Visit the
artists’ workspaces, watch demonstrations and chat with the makers. Designer Jason Taylor will also be
demonstrating in the Harley Courtyard over the weekend, to accompany the opening of his exhibition
Everyday Objects at The Harley Gallery.
The Village Green will host a number of the Estate’s sport and social clubs, including archery, bowls
and cricket. You can also visit the Welbeck Club, just off the Village Green, for a pint and game of
snooker. On Sunday, the Welbeck Farm will be open to explore as part of LEAF’s Open Farm Sunday.
Enjoy a fun tractor ride, meet the team and discover their wide range of activities on the Estate.
*Please note that Welbeck Abbey will NOT be open as part of the Welbeck Village Open Weekend.
If you’re interested in visiting Welbeck Abbey, book onto the Portland Collection State Room Tours.

Southwell At War Book Launch
Saturday 10th May 2014 at 10.30 a.m.
Southwell Methodist Church
This latest book from Southwell and District Local History Society chronicles
Southwell’s commitment to the First World War and includes:
• Biographical details of the 650 men who served
• A list of over 550 men from the surrounding villages
• Edited extracts from the Newark Advertiser for the
duration
• The 8th Battalion Sherwood Foresters on the Western
Front
• The South Notts Hussars in the Middle East
• Life on the Home Front – Military Hospitals, Schools, etc.
• Individual stories of tragedy and heroism
This large format book contains 346 pages and 135 photographs/illustrations
The book is being launched in advance of a major exhibition to be held in
Southwell Minster from Saturday 17th May 2014.

Coffee and tea available
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An Exhibition at Southwell Minster marking the outbreak of the First World War Saturday 17th May 2014 - Sunday 15th
June 2014 Monday - Saturday 10am - 5pm Sunday 12.30pm - 5.pm
2014 marks the 100th year since Britain entered the First World War. Southwell Minster joins the national
commemoration of this event by holding an exhibition centred on local experiences and memories of the war.
Free entry to the exhibition is made possible by the generosity of a Nottinghamshire Charitable Trust.
Illustrated catalogue: £3. The exhibition is additionally supported by The Friends of Southwell Cathedral.
The Southwell Lecture takes place in the Minster at 7pm on Thursday 22nd May. General The Lord
Dannatt speaks on the outbreak of WWI.
There will be a children’s interactive trail leaflet to accompany the exhibition, along with other activities.
For information on events for children, please call 01636 817993 or email tt@southwellminster.org.uk
For further details, including information on after-hours guided tours, please contact Charles Leggatt on
01636 817283 or charles@southwellminster.org.uk
Part of the exhibition will be in the Chapter House for security and curatorial reasons. There are three steps
down into this area.

A black tie gala dinner, supporting Walking With The Wounded marks the
opening night private view on Friday 16th May. Further information 01636 817283 or
email deanspa@southwellminster.org.uk
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Laxton Heritage Weekend 28 th & 29th June 2014
Laxton, situated to the east of Ollerton, south of Tuxford and just a few
minutes from the busy A1 is a chance to step back in time. The village is
the site of the last remaining open field farming crop rotation system still
managed by a legally constituted Court Leet and Jury. Over the weekend of June 28th and 29th Laxton History Group invites you to come to
learn more about this unique place and also to help us to discover more
about the village as it was between 1900 and 1920.
Laxton is a busy working farming village. To keep the narrow roads
clear and visitors safe, the experience begins at the bottom of the vilSource: laxtonvisitorcentre.org.uk
lage where ample parking is available. Collect a guide to the history behind the sights you would miss as you take your choice of route to the hub of the event at Crosshill Farm
via the road, the Twitchill or the fishponds. There is a ‘spotting’ game for the children. Be sure to pick up
your spotting quiz sheet before you leave the car park and look out for the sheep or fish you pass along
the way. Every child gets a small reward and there is one cash prize for the winner which will be drawn
from all correct completed forms.
The event hub opens at 10.30am both days and will be hosting a wide range of activities based at
Crosshill Farm. Learn more of the village’s history from the Group’s display and the range of speakers.
These will include Prof. John Beckett from Nottingham University, the well-known authority on Laxton’s history, and Alistair Millar of Tallent’s Solicitors, the current Steward of the Court Leet.
Those who would like to see the open fields and more of the estate, now owned by the Crown Estate, can
join one of the tractor and trailer tours. The land is private and not normally open to vehicles other than
those of the farmers, so this is a rare opportunity to see the field strips at close quarters with a guide to
tell you all about it. For the more energetic, there is a chance to take a guided walk to the castle to see
the motte and bailey castle, which is no longer generally accessible to the public, and to learn more about
how the village and its farming system work.
Laxton History Group has recently begun a Heritage Lottery Funded project to research the period 1900
– 1920 in depth. Project Leader Roger Cottee and Co-Chair Joan Cottee will be giving presentations
about the work on both days. There will be opportunities for anyone with information which might help the
project to speak to members or to indicate that they would welcome a call. If you have any family heirlooms from the WWI period which you feel you can safely bring to show Group members, they would be
delighted to see them and talk to you about them.
You will be able to buy refreshments throughout and entertainment from Rattlejag Morris (Saturday) and
the Bowmen of War both days, as well as a wide range of heritage crafts being demonstrated by local
artists and crafts people. Don’t forget your shopping bag as there will
be plenty of chances to buy gifts and treats from those demonstrating
their skills.
For more information and advance ticket sales, please see
www.laxtonheritage.org.uk
Source: nottshistory.org.uk
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Would you like to receive
every edition of this newsletter direct to your
email? If so please send your details to us.
chairman@nlha.org.uk.

See fine and decorative arts from the internationally
renowned Portland Collection in its historic setting at
Welbeck Abbey.
This walking tour lasts approximately an hour and a half.
Tours will start at The Harley Gallery at 10.15am and 2.30pm, when you
will be taken by bus through Welbeck Village, passing the 5th Duke of Portland’s Riding School.
You will disembark the bus at Welbeck Abbey, home of the CavendishBentinck family who have lived at Welbeck since 1606. The walking tour will
lead you through the State Rooms; the grand reception rooms used for entertaining which were remodelled in the Edwardian period by Winifred, Duchess of Portland. These rooms include the magnificent Gothic Hall and tapestry hung Red Drawing Room, and feature an array of fine and decorative
arts from The Portland Collections.
You will also have the opportunity to see the Print Corridor, Titchfield Library
and Chapel before taking the bus back to The Harley Gallery where the
tour will end.
Welbeck Abbey is a member of the Historic Houses Association (HHA). The
HHA is a not-for-profit organisation which represents hundreds of beautiful
historic properties in Britain, which are still privately-owned family
homes.
The HHA was established in 1973 to help owners conserve these wonderful places in the interests of the nation, and represents more properties open to the public than the National Trust and English Heritage
put together. William Parente, owner of Welbeck, is Deputy President
of the Association.
If you are a member of the HHA, please contact us on 01909 501
700 to book tickets for The Portland Collection State Room Tours.
Visit www.hha.org.uk to find out more.

Source: Rotherham web.co.uk

Meet at the Harley Gallery 11 August 2014 - 22 September 2014

