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Steaming Back to Kirkby
Memories of

Kirkby-in-Ashfield Loco
Sheds and Sidings

(1903-1970)
A proposed heritage project to commemorate the
50th anniversary of the closure of Kirkby-in-Ashfield
M.P.D. The Kirkby Living Memory Group based at
Kirkby Heritage Centre will act as the bidding group
for a funding bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund to do
an eighteen-month heritage project about Kirkby Loco
Sheds and Sidings based around the 50th anniversary
of its closure. 

A Project Steering Group has been formed who meet
on a regular basis at the Heritage Centre. 

Plans are to run the project from early 2020 through
to the summer of 2021.

Some facts about Kirkby Loco Sheds

Opened in 1903 by the Midland Railway (M.R)•
Company.

Built as a ‘Garage Shed’ to serve the local collieries•
in the then rapidly expanding East Midlands &
South Yorkshire coalfields.

At the Grouping in 1923 it came under the aus-•
pices of the London, Midland & Scottish Railway
(LMS).

At Nationalisation in 1948 it came under the Brit-•
ish Railways (London Midland Region) with a
shed code of firstly 16C, then 16B and finally 16E.

In WW2 oil firing equipment was installed to re-•
place coal because of expected shortages but it
never came into use.

A concrete Coaling Tower and an Ash Plant were•
installed in 1957 as part of the 1955 Modernisa-
tion Plan.

In 1959 an incident took place which saw 8F Class•
No.48193 ending up in the turntable pit at an
angle of 45 degrees!

Folk Singer, Dave Goulder, worked as a Fireman at•
Kirkby in the 1950’s and early 1960’s. He wrote
many railway folk songs.

Kirkby officially finished as a Motive Power Depot on
31st December 1966 and the last steam locos left in
early 1967.

It became a D16 diesel stabling point until final clo-
sure in early October 1970.

Activities and events planned as part of the project in-
clude:

A book supported by a dedicated website & social-•
media

A 50th anniversary commemorative event in Oct•
2020

Outreach provision including illustrated talks &•
schools

Railway heritage walks around Kirkby•

Oral history interviews with former railway•
workers, rail enthusiasts and members of the
Kirkby public

If you would like to be involved with the project and /
or be kept informed about the 50th anniversary events
& commemorations taking place during 2020-2021
please have a look at:

https://nlha.org.uk/wordpress/wp-content/up-
loads/2019/11/SBTK-Promo-Leaflet-Tick-Box.pdf

Geoffrey Bond and
Thoroton Society
Research Award

The Research Awards are again available in 2020 for
those undertaking research into Nottingham or Not-
tinghamshire’s archaeology or history. 1st September
2020 is the date on which applications are due to be
considered for a research grant from the Geoffrey
Bond and Thoroton Society fund. So if you are a re-
searchers or a group of researchers finding the need
for some financial support for your research activities
you are invited to send in an application. The con-
ditions of the award are on the Society’s website at:

www.thorotonsociety.org.uk
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The BBC Landscapes of
England series is now

available on DVD

https://www.simplyhe.com/products/landscapes-of-
england-series-1-and-2-dvd

First broadcast on BBC2 in 1976, Hoskins travels
from Cornwall to Northumberland – and everywhere
in between – exploring and explaining the origins of
the country’s extraordinary landscapes. Hoskins’ 1955
book The Making of The English Landscape
examined the human influence on England’s land-
scapes at a regional level. These two series became a
visual accompaniment to his ground-breaking work.

In series 1 Hoskins explores the heaths, valleys and vil-
lages of Dorset and provides fascinating insights on
the history of the relationships between the landscapes
and the people. He ventures further afield to explore
the Lake District, Norfolk, Kent and Staffordshire.
Lastly, he explores countryside near Banbury high-
lighting why it has been untouched for over a century.

Series 2 opens with the tourist’s dream that is Corn-
wall and how the granite, sea and fiercely independent
people have combined to shape the regions land-
scapes. Later in the series he explores the Lake Dis-
trict, Leicestershire, Derbyshire, Northumberland and
Breckland. His final port of call is his home county of
Devon, where he reminisces about the locations that
first ignited his passion.

Directed and produced by BAFTA winner Peter Jones
(The Trials of Life)

Nottingham Roosevelt
Memorial Travelling

Scholarship 2020
The Nottingham Roosevelt Memorial Travelling
Scholarship, in conjunction with Nottinghamshire
County Council, is looking for an ambitious and
driven individual to research and bring back to Not-
tinghamshire stories about the lives and legacies of the
Nottinghamshire Pilgrims as part of the Mayflower
2020 campaign.

The campaign commemorates 400 years since the
Mayflower Pilgrims sailed to America, with many
settlers aboard the ship hailing from Nottinghamshire.
In the hope of bringing a fresh perspective to the May-
flower project we are looking for applicants who are
inquisitive, resourceful and can identify new perspec-
tives.

Extensive knowledge of the Pilgrims is not a pre-requi-
site to applying. We welcome applications from heri-
tage professionals, journalists, academics, story tellers
and creative individuals. The deadline for applications
is 3rd January 2020 with interviews scheduled for the
evenings of 9th and 23rd January 2020 at County
Hall, West Bridgford.

The Nottingham Roosevelt Memorial Travelling
Scholarship is a Nottinghamshire based charity, estab-
lished in 1946 in honour of US President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt and the contribution he made to
ending WWII. The object of the scholarship is to pro-
mote further education, particularly of the history and
way of life of the American people, with a view to
building stronger links between Nottinghamshire and
the US.

In 2020 we are providing the opportunity for a unique
four week Mayflower scholarship in conjunction with
Nottinghamshire County Council. The project will en-
tail researching the life stories and legacies of some of
the pilgrims who left Nottinghamshire on the May-
flower, bound for New England. The successful appli-
cant will arrange to meet with descendants of these
original settlers on the East Coast of the USA as well
as with non-descendants and members of the Wam-
panoag tribe and will be expected to feed back their
findings to the people of Nottinghamshire upon their
return. The Mayflower Scholar will be awarded a
scholarship of up to £2,000 plus the cost of a return
flight to Boston. Further support may be available to
individuals upon their return to the UK to ensure
unique ways of effectively feeding back their findings.
The successful applicant will be assigned a mentor to
help them plan their trip, as well as being introduced
to various County experts on the Pilgrims and being
briefed on the history of Nottingham and Notting-
hamshire.

This is a wonderful opportunity for self-development,
to learn about a major part of Nottinghamshire and
US history, to develop contacts within the US and to
become a leading authority on the Mayflower Pil-
grims.

We will be holding drop-in sessions for prospective ap-
plicants at Blend Café in Sneinton Market on Satur-
day mornings in November from 10am to 12 noon.
Further details, including fascinating history and links
to external websites, are available on our website

https://rooseveltscholarship.org/mayflower-scholar-
2020/ 

or by contacting us directly at

secretary@rooseveltscholarship.org
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News from Nottingham
Books

www.nottinghambooks.co.uk

The Bookcase has launched its Christmas promotion
featuring books available with a Nottinghamshire fla-
vour – many recently published and some old favour-
ites. In addition, there are also some special offers
available online only.

Recently Published

50 Gems of Nottinghamshire by Dave Mooney
looks at the history and heritage of the county’s most
iconic places. The author explores the many places
that make Nottinghamshire so special, including natu-
ral features, buildings, annual celebrations and events
unique to the county together with places of historical
interest. Paperback £14.99

Edwardian Nottinghamshire by Brian Lund con-
tains an amazing selection of picture postcards featur-
ing Nottingham and South Nottinghamshire from a
series published between 1904 and 1908, with up-to-
date comparative photographs. Paperback, £11.95

The Historic and Heritage Trees of  Sherwood
Forest by Ian Rotherham is intended as a testament to
the heritage of wonderful old trees surviving today in
Sherwood Forest, and also an attempt to answer some
questions concerning these enigmatic giants – how
did they get to be that way and was it nature or human
management that shaped them? Paperback £25. Our
Price £20

Oxton, Nottinghamshire.  A Histor y by Rober t
Cooper. This history of Oxton was originally intended
to form part of the history of Nottinghamshire in the
Victoria County History series, but has now been pub-
lished as a “one off”. Paperback £9.99

The Mansf ie ld and Pinxon Railway by John Va-
nags tells the background story of this railway, a bold
early venture in heavy goods transportation, built
across a terrain where a canal would have been imprac-
tical, at a time when the most cost effective motive
power for a railway was the horse.  Paperback £4.50 

The Mansf ie ld Railway by Robert Western looks at
another railway that is no more. The Mansfield Rail-
way came into being thanks to some determined local
individuals and opened in 1916.  Its prime purpose
was to carry coal from the east Nottinghamshire coal-
field, but it was also on the route for the “fast fish”
trains from Grimsby to London.  Paperback £17.95

Old Favourites

Nottinghamshire Quirky and Unusual by Andrew
Beardmore contains conventional facts about Notting-
hamshire – maps, key industries, population, famous
people, a history from the Stone Age – along with a
section titled Quirky Nottinghamshire devoted to bi-
zarre happenings and strange events. Hardcover
£19.99

John Henr y Spree’s  Nottinghamshire by Alan Spree
is a collection of images of Nottingham and the sur-
rounding area of Nottinghamshire from around the
Edwardian era to the start of the 1930s by one photog-
rapher, John Henry Spree. Paperback, £14.99

Lost Tramways,  Nottingham by Peter Waller docu-
ments Nottingham’s two traditional electric tramway
operations, that of the corporation and that of the
Notts & Derby company, which were dominant for
the first 25 years of the  20th century.  Hardcover
£8.99

In Byron’s Wake by Miranda Seymour describes the
turbulent lives of Lord Byron’s wife, Annabella Mil-
banke and his only legitimate child, Ada Lovelace and
is a masterful portrait of two remarkable women,
showing how, even long after Byron’s death, he still
continued to shape their lives and reputations. Paper-
back, £12.99

Special Offers

Lost Nottingham in Colour by Ian Rotherham cap-
tures the city in its various incarnations from the late
17th century to the latter half of the 19th century
using historic photos, paintings and postcards. Paper-
back, £15.99 Special Offer £14

Central England Signal Boxes by Dafydd Whyles is
a record of the signal boxes of Central England in
existence before the start of Network Rail’s major re-
signalling programme. Every signal box mentioned is
described in detail and illustrated by colour photo-
graphs. Paperback, £14.99 Special Offer £12

Nottinghamshire Place Names by Anthony Poulton-
Smith.  Includes not only towns, villages and hamlets,
but also rivers, streams, hills, fields and woods, as well
as streets buildings and pubs. Paperback, £12.99
Special Offer £10

Robin Hood by Jim Bradbury claims to be the real
story of the English outlaw, exploring both myth and
fact from the present day back to the medieval period.
Paperback, 14.99 Special Offer £10

Nottingham by Ian Rotherham and Christine Hand-
ley. This  history, illustrated with unique images from
the archives of Historic England,  provides a nostalgic
look at Nottingham’s past and highlights the special
character of some of its most important historic sites.
Paperback, £14.99 Special Offer £12

Nottinghamshire’s  Lost Railways by Neil Burgess.
This book describes twenty closed lines and many
more closed stations, the text being profusely illus-
trated with period photographs. Paperback, £16
Special Offer £14

Nottingham City Transpor t Buses:  From Daimler
to Scania by Daryl Hempsall gives an overview of the
buses used by Nottingham City Transport since the
1980s, looking in particular at the development of the
“Nottingham Standard” type bus and its impact on
modern day vehicles.  Hardcover, £19.95  Special
Offer £15
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Christmas Tales
2 free evenings of stories of Christmas past

Monday 9th December 2019 at 7pm at the Robin
Hood & Little John - Arnold

and Sunday 15th December at 8pm at the Bread and
Bitter - Mapperley 

Find out about Christmas from our Traditions to
Ghosts with local historian Bob Massey

All welcome

Amber and Black: 
An Exhibition

Celebrating 100 years of
Worksop Town's famous

colours at Worksop
Library

Due to flooding at Worksop
Library the building will remain
closed until further notice. We
apologise for any inconvenience
caused and hope you will be able
to come and visit the exhibition
when we re-open.

Nottinghamshire Family
History Society

The Research Room will not open on Saturday 7th
December 2019.

The Research Room will close after Friday 13th
December 2019 and re-open on Friday 10th January
2020.

The Research Room will also open on Saturday 11th
January 2020.

Hidden History Tours of
Wollaton Hall

throughout December.

Tours at 12:00 mid-day and 2:00 afternoon
More information at :

https://www.visit-nottinghamshire.co.uk

Wollaton Hall has been the permanent home of Not-
tingham Natural History Museum since 1926. Behind
the museum’s cases and dioramas there lies a rich past
and a labyrinth of corridors and rooms that speak of
Wollaton’s hidden history. Join an hour tour of Wol-
laton Hall and hear how the Willoughby family built
this Elizabethan mansion and explore private areas of
this stunning architectural building, This tour in-
volves over 300 steps and is unfortunately not suitable
for those with limited mobility.
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Nottingham Local Studies Library
1st Floor Central Library, Angel Row,

Nottingham

Tea/coffee from 10:00 the talk will start at 10:30. 
Forum meetings are FREE and normally take place four times each year. 

You can pre-register at the Local Studies Library 
phone 0115 9152870

email Local_studies.library@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

The Local Studies Library has a significant collection of photographs
of Nottingham and Nottinghamshire subjects.  Many of the images
are now available on the Picture Nottingham website.

https://picturenottingham.co.uk

140 YEARS - NOTTINGHAM CITY TRANSPORT

Tuesday 4th February 2020, 10:00 to 12:00
David Astill, Commercial & Operations Director of Nottingham City
Transport (NCT) will present in pictures and words the  fascinating history of
NCT - from the beginnings with horse drawn trams in 1878, through the
introduction of electric trams in 1901, motorbuses in 1906, trolleybuses in
1927, ethanol powered “Eco’ buses in 2007 and most recently the introduction
to Nottingham of the world’s largest fleet of bio-gas double-deck buses.
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SOCIETY EVENTS

The Queen’s Jester, 
Ann Featherstone, 

Nuthall and District 
History Society

On Tuesday 3rd December 2019 at 2:30pm at Nuthall
Temple Dr. Ann Featherstone will tell the story of the
Queen’s Jester

Ancient People and
Modern Places,

Prof. Francis Pryor,
Friends of the Centre for

English Local History
On Thursday 5th December 2019 at No 5 Salisbury
Road starting at 2:00pm Professor Francis Pryor will
give a presentation on landscape history and a sense of
identity

Portraits of the Past,
Peter Hammond,

Kimberley Historical
Society

On Thursday 5th December 2019 commencing at
7.30pm at the Kimberley School Community Room,
Peter Hammond will talk about Victorian studio pho-
tography in Nottinghamshire. 

A Political Hot Topic,
James Wright,
Loughborough

Archaeological &
Historical Society

On Thursday 5th December 2019, at 7:30pm, at
Charnwood Museum, Granby Street, Loughborough,
LE11 3DU, James Wright will present a lecture on
fireplaces in late medieval architecture Lectures are
free to members and £3.00 for non-members.

Marching to the
Millennium,

Worksop Library
On Thursday 5 December 2019, at 7.30pm (doors and
licensed bar open at 7pm), at Worksop Library. In the
100th anniversary week of one of Worksop town’s most
famous results – a 5-3 away win over Leeds United – join
us to celebrate the club’s unique sporting heritage. Local
historians John Stocks and Dave Pickersgill will give an
illustrated talk about Worksop town FC from 1970 to
the present day: the subject of John’s third volume of
the club’s history. The evening will also include an in-
troduction to the library’s new Amber & black ex-
hibition by its curators, John and fellow football author
Lance hardy.

Under 18s to be accompanied by an adult. 

Christmas Social,
Keyworth and District

LHS
On Friday 6th December 2019 at 7:30pm in the Cen-
tenary Lounge of Keyworth Village Hall the Society will
hold its Christmas social and there will be a talk by
Mark Dawson entitled  Eating out of house and home
which will tell how people in the early modern age got
food when they were away from home and what they ac-
tually ate.

THIS IS A TICKET ONLY EVENT

Boots the Chemists,
Chris Weir,

West Bridgford & District
LHS

On Friday 6th December 2019
at 7:30pm at The Lutterall
Hall, West Bridgford, Chris
Weir will tell the story of Boots
the Chemists Doors open at
7:15pm and meetings start at
7:30 Visitors are welcome for a
suggested donation of £3
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Byron’s Don Juan:
Conception, Reception,
Imitation – A One-Day

Conference
On Saturday 7th December 2019 The Byron Society will
be holding a one-day conference, commemorating the
bicentennial of the publication of Don Juan Cantos I
and II, at the Antenna Media Centre (Nottingham
Trent University), Nottingham

Published anonymously in the summer of 1819, the first
two cantos of Byron’s ‘satirical epic’ Don Juan provided
the reading public with a work which self-consciously
raised and challenged received ideas about fame, orig-
inality, and literary merit and was admired and reviled
in almost equal measure. The first two cantos became
an overnight sensation, inspiring countless attacks
against their sexual and religious infidelities, the bitingly
acerbic social and political commentaries, the horrifying
burlesquing of scenes of death and destruction, and the
generalised irreverence. While some were shuddering
with outrage, others saw the significant commercial op-
portunities offered by Byron’s ‘Donny Jonny’, with par-
odies, musical adaptations, and ‘new’ Cantos flooding
the market alongside the numerous pirated copies.

This conference celebrates the publication of the first
two cantos of Don Juan. Keynote speaker Professor Je-
rome McGann (University of Virginia).

Professor McGann, one of the world’s leading Byron
scholars for over thirty years, is not only editor of
Byron’s Complete Poetical Works, but has also written
a huge range of critical essays and books on Byron and
his poems.

His talk will be titled ‘Byron and his Language’. Al-
though T. S. Eliot judged that Byron suffered from “an
imperceptiveness to the English word”, the truth is
rather different.  Along with Wordsworth, he was a key
agent for the most radical innovation that Romanticism
brought to English poetry: making vernacular the sty-
listic norm.  Wordsworth’s pronouncement — that there
ought to be no “essential difference between the lan-
guage of prose and metrical composition” – named the
decisive shift, but Byron drove that idea out further and
in deeper.  That’s why Virginia Woolf called Don Juan
“the most readable poem of its length ever written”.
Byron “discover[ed]”, she wrote, “what one has looked
for in vain – a[n] elastic shape which will hold whatever
you choose to put into it

Conference Fees & Registration:

Students – £20.00
Speakers – £40.00
Byron Society Members – £40.00
Non-Members – £60.00 (however non-members can
purchase 2020 Society membership at the same time as
the discounted registration fee)
Conference fees include coffees, lunch and a sparkling
wine reception.

There will be a conference dinner after the reception,
which includes 3 courses and the chance to win some
excellent Byron prizes during our Byron Quiz. This is
an optional extra, and will cost £30.00

There will be a trip to Newstead Abbey on the 8th of
December, with bus collection at 10.30 am,  a guided
tour of the Abbey, and time to explore the gardens or
visit the cafe, before we return to Nottingham at around
2.00 pm. This is an optional extra and will cost £30.00.

http://www.thebyronsociety.com/

Light Night, Bramcote
Old Church Tower Trust

On Saturday 7th December 2019 there will be a ‘Light
Night’ at Bramcote Old Church Tower

Spirit of Mayflower,
Rachel Carter, Mansfield

Central Library
On Tuesday 10th December 2019 at 2pm at Mansfield
Central Library join sculptor and artist Rachel Carter.
Rachel has been tracing her local ancestry and frame-
work knitting connections alongside a series of artist
residencies on both sides of the Atlantic. All of this in-
spiration and her personal family history will be woven
into a major piece of work to commemorate 400 years
since the Mayflower set sail for America with pilgrims
from Nottinghamshire on board.

Booking essential
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Christmas Social Event,
Stapleford and District
Local History Society

On Tuesday 10th December 2019, staring at 7:30pm, at
St. Helen’s Church Hall, Frederick Road, Stapleford,
the Society will hold its Christmas social event

Wallis Simpson,
Julie Ede,

Wolds Historical
Organisation

On Tuesday 10th December (NOTE: This is the second
not the third Tuesday in the month) 2019 at the Jubilee
Room of Wymeswold Memorial Hall, Clay Street, Wy-
meswold, LE12 6TY,  starting promptly at 7.45 pm Julie
Ede will tell the story of Wallis Simpson.

Christmas Lunch
(for members only)

Farnsfield Local History
Society   

On Wednesday 11th December 2019 at 7:30pm in the
Lower Hall of the Village Centre, New Hill, Farnsfield,
NG22 8JN 

Curiosities from our
Archive,

Keith Hodgkinson,
East Leake & District
Local History Society

On Wednesday December 11, at 7.30 pm in St. Mary’s
Church Hall, East Leake, Keith Hodgkinson will talk
about some of the documents, artefacts and film from
the Society’s archive

Christmas Party, Lenton
Local History Society

On Wednesday 11th December 2019, at Dunkirk and
Old Lenton Community Centre housed in the old Dun-
kirk School building on Montpellier Road, commenc-
ing at 7:30pm the Society will hold its Christmas Party.
The cost of entry is £5 per person, anyone is welcome 

Joseph Woolley,
Peter Hammond,

Sutton Bonington Local
History Society

On Wednesday December 11th 2019 at 7:30 pm in the
Methodist Church Schoolroom, Sutton Bonington
Peter Hamond will reveal the diary of a framework
knitter. If you thought village life two hundred years ago
was tranquil and idyllic think again ! Thanks to Joseph
Woolley we can sample the goings on within a typical
Nottinghamshire village in the early years of the l9th
century, including the gossip and scandal (audience par-
ticipation is encouraged to share the reading of extracts).

AGM and Fuddle,
Woodborough Local

History Group
On Thursday December 12th 2019 commencing at 7:30
pm at The Institute, Roe Lane, Woodborough the
Group will hold their AGM and Fuddle with a presen-
tation by Dave Mooney on the Folklore and Custom in
the East Midlands

Sutton Bonington
Prisoner of War Camp:
1961-1919, Prof John

Beckett, Saturday Local
History Seminars

On Saturday 14th December 2019, 10:00am – 12:30pm,
at Lenton Grove, Prof John Beckett will talk about his
five year project on the First World War. In this session
he will be looking at one of the ‘hidden histories’ of the
First World War, the use of what is now the University
of Nottingham’s Sutton Bonington campus as a POW
camp for German officers 1916-19.

The Saturday Local History Seminars are organised by
the University of Nottingham’s Department of History
and are generally held on the second Saturday of the
month at Lenton Grove. They are open to everyone
with an interest in local and regional history. Booking
is not necessary and the entry fee of £5 covers the cost
of attending the seminar together with coffee and bis-
cuits in the interval. The seminars start at 10.00 am and
finish at approximately 12.30 pm.
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Bygone Shopping in
Nottingham, Chris Weir,
Friends of Nottingham

Museums
On Saturday 14th December 2019 at The Nottingham
Mechanics, 3 North Sherwood Street, commencing at
2:00pm prompt, Chris Weir will give a presentation on
‘Bygone Shopping in Nottingham’ Established in 1977
to provide support to the City Council’s museums and
galleries in raising funds to help purchase new items for
the collections, assist in volunteer projects and work at
events.

There is a regular programme of talks, visits to galleries
and historic sites and members receive a regular news-
letter. Non-members are welcome at meetings (charge
£3), and also on our outings. For further information
tel.  0115 9221734. For membership enquiries   tel.
0771 6578089

Stanley Middleton:
Nottinghamshire Author,

David Belbin,
The Thoroton Society

On Saturday 14 December, 2019, at 2.30 pm, at the Not-
tingham Mechanics, 3 North Sherwood Street, NOT-
TINGHAM NG1 4EZ Neville Hoskins Lecture: ‘Stanley
Middleton, Nottinghamshire Author’ Speaker: David
Belbin, Chair, Nottingham UNESCO City of Literature

December Party, North
Muskham History Group

On Monday December 16th, 2019, at 7:30pm, at
MRCC Nelson Lane North Muskham  

The Victorians and the
Christmas Season, Danny
Wells, Nottinghamshire
Family History Society

On Wednesday 18th December 2019 at Nottingham-
shire Archives commencing at 7.00 p.m Danny Wells
will reveal how our Victorian ancestors re-energised and
transformed the Christmas season and influenced how
we know it today. Non-members also welcome (no
charge).

A Local Christmas,
John Beckett, Beeston &

District LHS
On Wednesday December 18th 2019 at 7.30pm, at The
Chilwell Memorial Institute, 129 High Road, Chilwell,
Nottingham NG9 4AT John Beckett will examine the
local Christmas.

Inn Signs and Local
History, Robert Mee,

West Bridgford & District
LHS

On Friday 3rd January 2020 at 7:30pm at The Lutterall
Hall, West Bridgford, Robert Mee will reveal what inn
signs tell us about our past Doors open at 7:15pm and
meetings start at 7:30 Visitors are welcome for a sug-
gested donation of £3

The First in Derbyshire,
Stephen Flinders,

Kimberley Historical
Society

On Thursday 9th January 2020 commencing at 7.30pm
at the Kimberley School Community Room, Stephen
Flinders will tell the story of the Ilkeston Electric Tram-
way 1903-31. Kimberley School Community Room is ac-
cessed off the driveway to Kimberley Leisure Centre
(NG16 2NJ). Parking is adjacent and visitors are wel-
come for a fee of £2.  

A Place to Rest and
Conscientious Objectors,
Saturday Local History

Seminars
On Saturday 11th January 2020, 10:00am – 12:30pm,
at Lenton Grove, there will be two local history presen-
tations.

1: Kevin Powell, A Place to Rest … in Peace
2: Denise Amos, Conscientious Objectors in the First
World War.

For further information email:
john.beckett@nottingham.ac.uk
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STEVE WRIGHT
email: steve1001@virginmedia.com
telephone: 0115 9313592
Talks include: - The Rise & Fall of Colwick Locomotive Depot - Looking at Nottinghamshire Churches
- Mining Memories - A Tour of Gedling, Carlton and Netherfield - Garden talks - European tours.

EDWARD HAMMOND
email: edwardhammond@live.co.uk
telephone: 07852957022 
Talks include – Hannibal Barca: Rome’s Greatest Adversary - The Napoleonic Wars at Home? - Napo-
leon’s British Obsession: The Invasion of the ‘Nation of Shopkeepers - In the Service of the Emperor:
The Life and Experiences of a Napoleonic Soldier

DAVE MOONEY
email: dave.j.mooney@gmail.com
telephone: 07961077630
Talks include: - Folklore and Custom in the East Midlands - The History of Busking and Street Perform-
ance - Animal Songs (a  look at the history of various traditional animal songs from around the British
Isles) - talks involve elements of live music and performance

DANNY WELLS
email: danny.wells@history-talks.co.uk 
telephone: 0133 5350536
website: www.history-talks.co.uk
Talks include: - Art of the Garden - The English and Gardening - Joseph Paxton - Art of the Christmas
Card - The Victorians and the Christmas Season

SPEAKERS

BRIAN BINNS
email: bnbinns@gmail.com
Talks include: - The Campion Story: from Stocking Frame to Bicycle Frame - My Entrepreneurial Grand-
father: John William Tomlinson - Snippets of Victorian Nottingham as seen through the varied life of
the speaker’s ancestor, Levi Lee.

More speaker information is available on the NLHA website at https://nlha.org.uk/speakers-local-societies/
Please contact speakers directly.

BOB MASSEY
email: bob.m.massey@gmail.com
telephone: 0115 9263626 
website: www.bobmassey.info/415325374
Talks include - Gone but not forgotten: some of the Lost buildings of Nottinghamshire on film and pic-
tures -  Goose Fair on Film: part 1 in the square; The story, Historic film and pictures of  Nottingham's
own fair from its origins - Goose Fair on Film: part 2 on the forest; The story, Historic film and pictures

of  Nottingham's own fair after its move to the forest - Muriel and Bert: Jessie Chambers, her history as D H Lawrence’s
first girlfriend, Swinhouse farm and their relationship - Pints and Pubs: The history of beer and beer houses through
out the ages - W H Higginbottom  Architect: The unknown designer of  many Nottinghamshire’s  and the countries
public as well as  private buildings 

Bob is a retired Theatre Consultant and Lighting Designer who has designed many theatres and performance spaces
through out the world. For 30yrs he was Technical Manager of the Bonington Theatre in Arnold Nottingham. A his-
torian, lecturer and founder member of Arnold Local History Group and a member of cinema, theatre and aircraft re-
search groups, an experienced speaker and lecturer for over 30yrs.
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PETER HAMMOND
email: historyworkshops@aol.com 
telephone: 0115 9145520
website: www.handsonourhistory.co.uk
Talks include- Middens and Muck - So You think You Know Nottingham (Parts 1,2 and 3- Edward Carver:

A Journey into Local and Family History - On the Buses
- Potions, Lotions and Cure-alls - Murder, Mystery, and Misfortune - Robert Blincoe: Nottinghamshire’s Oliver Twist -
Destitution and Despair (Claypole Workhouse )- Well, Well, Well: The story of Nottingham’s Caves and Wells - The
archaeology of clay tobacco pipes - Mudlarking in the River Thames - Webb of Intrigue: The story of the Webb Family
of Newstead Abbey - Albert Ball: Nottingham’s First World War Ace Pilot
- The Luddites: Nottingham’s Response - Can you name the object? - A Load of Codd’s Wallop: The history of the
Glass Bottle - Belvoir Angels: A Grave Story - Joseph Woolley: The Diary of a Framework Knitter - A Servant’s Lot
- Portraits of the Past: Nottinghamshire’s Victorian Studio Photographers - The Origins of Everyday Sayings - Victorian
shopping in Nottingham - William Booth’s early years in Nottingham - A historical tour of Whitby - A historical tour
of Llandudno

MICHAEL KIRKBY
email: mpkirkby@hotmail.co.uk
telephone: 07454015966
Talks include: The stories of Nottingham regiments during the Napoleonic and Zulu wars

DAVID TEMPLEMAN
email: templeman3@tiscali.co.uk
telephone: 01246 415497
Talks include: Mary Queen of Scots 

Lady Arabella Stuart
The Great Sheffield Deer Park

David specialises in the study of Elizabethan history with local connotations.

ROWENA EDLIN-WHITE
email: ro@edlin-white.net
telephone: 0115 9873135
Talks include - “No Surrender!” Women’s suffrage in Nottinghamshire and talks based on her recent
book “Exploring Nottinghamshire Writers”.

HELEN BATES
email: helenlouisebates@aol.co.uk
telephone: 07854466183
Talks include: The Wildman family of Newstead Abbey

The links between the Nottinghamshire textile industries and the Derwent Valley Mills 
The impact of the 1745 Jacobite Uprising on the East Midlands
Nottinghamshire’s Legacies of Slavery
Plus many more

STEPHEN WALKER
email: stephenj_walker@btinternet.com
telephone: 0115 963 0808
Talks include: The archaeology project at Moor Pond Woods, Papplewick – A thread in the web of time’
; Evidence for the operation of 18th century cotton mills in the Leen Valley of Nottinghamshire – ‘A
London Boy at Mr Robinson’s mills’ ; The workers at a 18th century cotton mill – The history and heri-
tage of Gedling Borough – ‘A century of change in Bulwell, 1780-1880’ ; The early urbanisation of one
of Nottinghams’s suburbs.
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RUTH IMESON DA SILVA
email: ruth@letstalkhistory.co.uk
website: www.letstalkhistory.co.uk
Talks include: - "Tired of living to kill." An alternative view of the life of WWI flying ace, Captain Albert
Ball. - "It is for these haunts of peace that men go into the jaws of hell." This talk focuses on the life,
poems and death of Sergeant Will Streets - "Not unhappy". The life of Gertrude Savile of Rufford tells

the tale of scandals in a Georgian family. 

Ruth is available for talks on a wide variety of subjects for one hour or more to historical societies, clubs, educational
organisations and charities, women’s institutes, cultural organisations and societies, and the media.

MARK DAWSON
email: mdfoodhistory@gmail.com
website: www.mdfoodhistory.weebly.com
Talks include - Food and Drink in Tudor and Stuart Derbyshire - Food and Drink in Tudor and Stuart
Nottinghamshire - Oatcakes: farming and diet in North Derbyshire - What’s up with ewe? A thousand
years of English sheep’s milk cheese 

MO COOPER
email: mocooper@yahoo.co.uk
telephone: 07950472022
Talks include: The Clergyman, The Widow and the Milkman’  - An exploration of Nottingham’s

Edwardian landlords)
The History of the Deaf Community in Nottingham  
Women’s History

STEPHEN FLINDERS
email: stephenflinders@sky.com
telephone: 0115 8548373 or 07547555322 
Talks include - Terror from the Skies - January 1916 the night the Zeppelins came - Catherine Crompton’s
Diary - The Life and Travels of Robert Bruce Napoleon Walker - A Family History Presentation along
the lines of ‘Who Do You Think You Are? - Stanton: Gone but not Forgotten - The History Beneath

Our Feet - A Taste of Tudor Ilkeston - Stanton on Film - Stanton at War 1939-1945 - Owd Ilson

The Old Curiosity Box: Get yourselves into teams and have fun identifying this collection of objects and curios.

Catherine Crompton’s Diary: In 1865 Catherine Mee married a member of one of Derbyshire’s wealthiest families.
From 1867 till 1897 she kept a diary. But was there more to her story than first meets the eye?

Hallam Fields: A Community Forged from Iron: The story of a small closely knit Derbyshire community that existed
for little more than a century.

ROBERT MEE
email: RobertMMee@btinternet.com
telephone: 0115 9327495
Talks include - Nottinghamshire Castles - A Derbyshire Railway Outing: A railway tour using a 1920s
timetable - Aldercar and Langley Mill - 1000 Years in 60 Minutes - Derbyshire Associations for the Pros-
ecution of Felons, 1703-2014 - Policing in 19th-Century Derbyshire - Bradshaw’s, and an Early Railway

Tour: the famous railway timetable, and a mystery tour! - Derbyshire’s Castles - Vic Hallam - One Man and his Company:
from the 1920s to the 1990s - Crime in Langley Mill 1891 to 1930 - Morlestan - South East Derbyshire before the Nor-
man Conquest - A History of Smalley: from medieval times to modern open-casting - Wheels of Industry - Langley Mill
- History along the Erewash Valley Trail - A Potted History of Heanor: the name says it all really - Heanor Grammar
School: Its history from beginning to end! - Mine’s a Pint: Public Houses in the Heanor Area
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CHRIS WEIR
email: heritagetalks@outlook.com
telephone: 07922496682
website: www.heritagetalks.homestead.com 
Talks include - Lace, Slums and The Occasional Riot: The Making of Victorian Nottingham - The Story
of Boots: Jesse Boot, Florence and the history of the Boots Company - A Woman’s Lot: Women’s History

in Nottinghamshire, 1550-1950s - The People’s War World War 2 in Nottinghamshire - When The Bands Played On!
- Kill or Cure! Bygone Medicine - The Nottinghamshire Heritage - Rambling Into History - Secrets, Mysteries and Curi-
osities of Nottinghamshire - Mud, Munitions and Memorials: Nottinghamshire and World War One.

Chris Weir has been active in heritage for many years. He has written books on local and business history, including
an acclaimed history of ‘Jesse Boot of Nottingham’ for the Boots Company.  He has also compiled educational
source materials, contributed to local radio and created displays on many different subjects.

MIKE HIGGINBOTTOM
email: mike@mikehigginbottominterestingtimes.co.uk
telephone: 0114 242-0951
mobile: 07946650672
website: http://www.mikehigginbottominterestingtimes.co.uk/?page_id=50
Talks include: English country houses - Not quite what they seem

Victorian Cemeteries - NottinghamTemples of Sanitation
All the World’s a Stage - the development of theatre buildings
Dream Palaces - an introduction to cinema architecture

JAMES WRIGHT
email: jpwarchaeology@hotmail.co.uk
telephone: 07925840920
Talks include:Rock of Ages

Medieval Stone Masons
Tattershall Castle
William Shakespeare Henry V and the Manipulation of History
Historic Graffiti
Castles of  Nottinghamshire - Ritual Protection Marks at Knowle, Kent

ADRIAN GRAY
email: adriangray@pilgrimsandprophets.co.uk
telephone: 07470366689
Talks include: Why did they all come from here? - The Mayflower Pilgrims

Religious Liberty - A Gift to the World from Notts and Lincs
Thomas Helwys - The Price of Freedom
The ‘Black Prince’ of Scunthorpe
The Wrays of Glentworth - Radical Religion
Richard Bernard of Worksop - Puritan radical
Nottinghamshire’s Christian Heritage.

TRENT AND PEAK
email: garethdavies@yorkat.co.uk
telephone: 0115 8967402
Talks include - The Archaeology of the Tram - We Dig the Castle - Lenton Priory and the ar-
chaeology of Nottingham Castle - Excavations and fieldwork at Newark, Southwell, Toton, St
Ann’s Allotments, Attenborough, Darley Abbey, Chester Green (the site of a Roman fort) and

many other sites in the area - Overviews of Nottinghamshire’s archaeology - Introductions to the practice of archaeology. 

Speakers include Dr Gareth Davies (Head of Operations at Trent & Peak and Honorary Research Fellow at the  Uni-
versity of Nottingham), Laura Binns (Trent & Peak’s Community Archaeologist) and Dr David Knight (Head of Re-
search). Evening and daytime talks
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Important Dates for 2020
NLHA Angel Row History Forums: Tuesday 4th February 2020

NLHA Day Schools: Saturday 28th March 2020 and Saturday 31st October 2020 at Ravenshead
NLHA AGM: Saturday 28th March 2020

News and Events
We are happy to publish any news or events, from individuals or groups, regardless of whether or not they are

NLHA members, as long as the topic relates to Nottinghamshire local history. Please send material by email to:
chairman@nlha.org.uk

You can still access the news and events on our webpage at: nlha.org.uk

I am happy to post news and events to the webpage at any time but if you want them to appear in the newsletter
than I need to have them by the last week-end of the previous month.

Trustees
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (1169757)

registered with the Charity Commission and managed by an Executive Committee of elected trustees: 

David Anderson•
Nick Hayes•
Jeremy Lodge•
Robert Mee•
Judith Mills•
John Parker•
Jenny Sissons•
Chris Weir•
James Wright•

FINALLY


