Arnolds earliest map

A short history of

Eagles Square
Arnold

by Bob Massey

There was a series of maps of Sherwood forest and the villages produced by Richard Banks in
1609 on the instructions of King James the first. These was drawn to raise extra revenue from
the royal estates. Sherwood forest was all
kings land at this time and all therein
subject to forest law which included the
villages..
The oldest detailed map of Arnold is the
one from 1609 which shows not only the
roads and tracks but also the fields and
individual houses. All the land that was
taxable is shown together with a key to
the names of the owners of each section
large and small.
The original village of Arnold existed
around the site of the village church. This
was built on an outcrop of rock so that it
was defendable in times of trouble. It also
commanded the village water supply
essential in times of an attack. This water
came out of the ground at this point in the
form of a spring.
Near to the church was the Manor house,
the second most important building in the
village. There is a house sill on this site
making this the longest continuously
occupied site in the town.
The 1609 map shows the old village
around the church called Top of the Town which originally extended only as far as the Robin
Hood and Little John pub. There is some evidence to suggest that this site is the location of the
original village pub. Although the present building of this name has only been so far traced back
to 1726. There were 4 pubs in Arnold by 1646 and an unnamed pub, an earlier building, was
possibly one them on the present site. The water from the spring at the church and from other
springs, including one on Coppice road ( originally call Spout lane ), flowed into the Daybrook.
This stream still runs down the centre of Front street, now covered and underground (except in
times of flood like 2013! ) .
As the village expanded, farm houses were built along the banks of the Daybrook with fields
extending away from these houses. These represented the new village and were beyond the
village cross which originally stood out side the present Library. This cross represented one end
of the village with the church at the other. The cross was standing in the centre of the Daybrook
to ask Gods protection over not only the village but also its essential water supply.
The 1609 map shows the area that is now Eagle Square being occupied by farms. The numbers
on the map are the keyed to the land owners of the town. Unfortunately the farms at the
present Eagles Square are not numbered so we do not know their owners but were possibly
owned by the lord of the manor.
The village was isolated from Nottingham by 4 miles of forest and half a mile from the Mansfield
road with only a small track leading from the main roads to the rural community
The deer would come into the village to drink from the Daybrook and also eat the villagers
crops. A deer fence was built on one side and a deer leap ( a ditch and fence ) were
constructed on each side of the village effectively creating a barrier around the community
further isolating it from the outside world.
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Eagle Squares History
This was once the end of the town of Arnold. The site was where High street and Front Street
branched off from Nottingham Rd. This patch of ground has been called the Square, the Green
and now Eagle square. The map shows the area and the main features as it appeared in the
19th century.

The second cinema to be built in Arnold, the st Albans Picturedrome was opposite Wilkos,
where the shops are now at the start of Nottingham rd. This building was replaced by the old
Bonington theatre. It was a full theatre with a stage and facilities, as good as the Theatre Royal.
Although large stage shows were produced at the beginning It was only used as a cinema
towards the end of its life. It closed its doors as a cinema in 1958 and was for years used as
storage. Today it would have made a major attraction to the town.
20yrs after the old Bonington was demolished the library and swimming baths follow suite and
were pulled down to make way for Sainsburys.
At the same time a new theatre was built at the other end of Arnold, as the present Bonington
theatre with a new library and swimming baths as part of the Arnold Leisure Centre.
On the opposite side of Nottingham road from the old Bonington is the present Ernhale pub.
This building was originally the main Co-op shop in Arnold. The ground floor were the shops
and the first floor a dance hall. When this closed a new Co-op shop was built situated further
down Front street, which in turn formed the Boyes store. The old Co-op store then became a
furniture shop and later the existing building was converted into the Ernhale pub we see today.
Front street was a tram route from 1915 to 1936 when the very last Nottingham tram ran from
here to the city centre.
The other building over looking the square is the Liberal club. It reflects the prestige of the
liberal party who dominated local politics at the turn of the 20th century.
The St Albans Picturedrome, Carnegie Library and the Liberal Club were all designed by the
same Architect, a local man William Herbert Higginbottom.
The local Arnold Urban District council , the local authority at the time decided to rename Back
Street to High street with the intention of encourging the building of shops and making it the
maqin shopping street,. This never happened. The result is the main street of the town is called
Front street and not High street as is the usual case.
When this end of Front street was pedestrianised High street rather than Front street then
became the main route through the town. This again focused the shopping to the old Front
street.
These are just a few of the changes to this small part of Arnold. The buildings have changed
and the area now looks totally different from that of 100 yrs ago.

It has not always been an open space however as there were buildings that occupied the site
until comparatively recently. These were demolished when this end of Front street was
pedestrianised.
The photographs at the end of this booklet show some of the different ages of this section of
the town.
In medieval times the main manor of Arnold was part of the old village on Church street with a
second manor where Boyes shop is now situated. The present Eagles Square was also an
important place at the time as it was the site of another hall in Arnold. This Hall was situated
here between Front street and High street which at the time was then called Back street.
It was demolished many years ago but was remembered by Old Hall yard that existed on the
site.
The first shop on the left of Front street as you pass towards the market was the first place in
Arnold to have a telephone. It had a sign outside saying you "may telephone from here".
The space left after the shop at the junction of the 3 road was demolished was grassed over
and flower beds planted. it then became known as The Green.
Some of the most important buildings of the town once also stood in this area.
A Methodist Chapel once stood where W H Smiths is today.
The present Wilkinsons was originally built as a Sainsbury's store covering land that had been
houses, together with the old Carnegie library and the swimming baths.
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The Name Arnold—its Meaning.
Rev John Russell 1913
The history of place-names, full of interest, is also full of difficulties for the inquirer, as the
original forms of words cannot always be discovered.
Just as coins passing current through the hands of men are gradually worn away till effigy and
legend become indecipherable, if not actually invisible.
It is so for words handed down by the mouths of many generations and through varying
dialects, often undergo very serious obscuring changes, both vocal and consonantal.
Arnold appears in Domesday Book as Ernehale. It was probably pronounced Arnehale even
then. For examples of the interchange of ay and el/ to express the same sound we may
compare such place-names as Derby, Berkshire, and Herts.
It is also true of such personal names as Hervey ; common names like clerk ; and the words
marvel and marvellous.
The latter was derived from the French merveille, and actually written in some writers, e.g.
Chaucer, Gower, and Spenser, as mervaile and mervaillous.
We may quote from Chaucer, Prologue to Canterbury Tales : For many a man so hard is of his
herte, He may not wepe though him sore smerte. Nonne Priest his Tale : So were they fered for
berking of the dogges.
Arnold has been interpreted to mean eagle-slope,' erne-heald or holt. But this interpretation
involves several difficulties.
(1) What evidence is there that the eagle, which usually nests in rocky heights among the
mountains or by the sea, was at any time so frequent a visitor to an inland place like Arnold as
to give a name to the place ?
It is true that, according to the list of Notts. Fauna given in the Victoria County History, the
white-tailed eagle has at times been seen in this neighbourhood, and may possibly have been
oftener seen when the Forest round Arnold supplied a greater abundance of wild life for food.
But the visits of the bird must have been very frequent and specially noticed, in order to suggest
a local name.
(2) How came the d' to have disappeared in the time of Domesday and then to reappear in the
13th century ?
It may be suggested that the d ' came in through the Latinizing of the name into Arnallus, to get
over the difficulty of pronunciation, the l' being hardened into d.' That 'l' gives difficulty may be
seen from the appending of s' to such names as Russells (=Russell) ; from words like howd,"
towd told ; from Huckna, Watna, Arna, Arnot ; Edo wlton, Edow ton (=Edwalton).
In Place-names of Lancashire and Berkshire,' by W. W. Skeat and others, it is said " the hale
(=corner) in Bracknell is one of the rarer topographical elements in the country's names."
Is it possible then that erne—hern, and that the name Erne-hale= Heron's corner, a part of the
forest where Herons were specially abundant or most frequently found ? We may compare
Hucknall- oak corner, Nuttall=nut corner ? The assumption is that these names were given to
particular parts of the forest in which many specimens of certain trees or animals were found.
In an Inquisition taken before the Sheriff of Nottingham in 1291, Ralph de Arnehale or
Harnehale, is the person whose possessions are attested. H ' must therefore sometimes have
been pronounced in the word.
For hern=heron we may, perhaps, compare Herne Hill, and Tennyson writes " I come from
haunts of coot and hern."
Some scribe, misunderstanding the second syllable, may have written the word Erne-holt, from
which the transition to Arnold is easy.
This suggestion is only tentatively put forth in the absence of any other satisfactory explanation.
Si quid novisti rectius istis, Candid!. imperti.

5

6

7

8

Carnegie library
On June 8th 1903 a subcommittee had been formed in the
Arnold District Council to consider a
letter that had been received from
Andrew Carnegie suggesting a free
library be built in the town.
A Carnegie library was to be built
with
money
contributed by
Scottish/American manufacturer and
patron Andrew Carnegie.
Carnegie was to give money to this
Arnold project on condition that the
British Public Libraries Act was
adopted and that the council
authorise a rate of 1d in the pound to
pay for its operation. They also had to give the site free to the project and £250 had to be
subscribed by them for the maintenance of this new building.
The Arnold District Council accepted Carnegie's idea for the library along with its
conditions on 1st October 1903. William Higginbottom was asked to submit plans for the
proposed new building. When they had been produced, they were then sent to Mr Carnegie for
approval. These were accepted and William was appointed project architect on the 12th
October 1903. The site for the new library was to be on the corner of Hallam’s Lane and
Nottingham Road, opposite St Albans Road. The land was acquired for £250.
Thanks to £1500 donated by Carnegie in February 1906 the council were ready to
proceed with the building of the new library shown here. The construction of the public baths
was again shelved until a later date until extra funding was available for that part of the
project. However The land and the general plans were now in place for the future baths project.
Tenders were requested for the work on the library.
On 12th February 1906, H Jew and Sons of Arnold were awarded the building contract for the
library and associated caretaker's house. Work commenced very quickly once the contract
had been placed and the building was completed ready for the official opening on 27th
October, only 11 months later.
The library was built within the budget of £1500. An extra £250 was found by the council
to build the caretakers house.
The building consisted of an entrance lobby for the borrowers. A main hall of 15' by 10' was
designed to house the books. A separate reading room 35' by 22' was provided, with a separate
area for ladies to read. A reference room some 22' by 16' completed the building. There was a
central position for the librarian with a direct view of all the areas as well as an office.
Sir Charles Seeley was asked to carry out the opening ceremony which he did with a silver gilt
key and in the presence of a very large crowd assembled to watch the events.
The first librarian appointed to this new building was James Hilbrook. From this point on the
Carnegie Library became a central focus in Arnold, taking over the books and operation of
the small library that had been set up in the British School. Six years after the opening,
the number of books had grown to 3,500 and the number of regular borrowers now
numbered about 200.This continued to grow throughout the life of the library so that by 1972 the
total book holding was 71,209 and the number of borrowers had risen to 13,115.
A brass plaque was fitted in the library to commemorate the opening. It lists all the committee
and includes Higginbottom as the architect. The Carnegie Library was demolished in 1983 and
a new library built at the other end of Arnold.
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Arnold Liberal Club
The liberal club on High street occupies a site just
opposite the Eagles Square. This large and
imposing building was built when the influence of
the Liberal Party in Arnold or in fact in
Nottinghamshire was very high. The party
dominated local politics' at the time and they
wanted a club that befitted their status.
The club committee approached William
Higginbottom a fellow liberal councillor and a local
architect with a growing reputation to undertake
the design of the building. He had already
designed some of Arnold important buildings. He
is especially known for the design of churches for
the non conformists, Methodist and Baptist,
congregations.
Examples of this work in Arnold include Daybrook
Baptist, Cross Str Baptist, Redhill Baptist ( now the
scout HQ ) Church Drive Methodist ( now God of Prophecy Church ). The designs he put
forward in many ways resembles a non conformist church building. If you look at the windows
on side of the building on West street you will see that they are in the shape of a cross.
Entertainment has always featured strongly in the clubs programme an early example being a
whist drive and dance held on Christmas eve 1920. This was held to raise funds for the Arnold
Nursing Association.
They had done sterling work, and were still doing so, looking after the wounded who had
returned to Arnold during and after world war one. The Auxiliary Hospital in Arnot Hill Park
manned by these nurses had only closed the year before. The Mc's for the event at the club
were Messer's S Hartshorn, W Sully, H Cawthorne and J Timmis. The music was supplied by
the Arnold and Daybrook Orchestra lead by William Dickinson. The event was very well
attended attracting some 350 people of the town.
In 1922 the Three Crowns public house at Redhill closed after a long and eventful history. The
owner of the building Liberal Councillor and land lord Edwin Morris then sold the building to the
liberal club. They purchased the premises complete with all its fixtures and fittings . They
removed all the pubs inertia and reinstall the contains in the Liberal club building on High Street
thus providing all the bar fittings and furniture..
Arnold at the time had a very large and successful horticultural society which had been started
by William Higginbottoms father Anthony as part of the PSA organisation. It was based at the
Liberal Club from the 1920s where it annually held a large and prestigious flower and vegetable
show. All the local people, including the local gentry, not only attended but submitted plants to
the various competitions.
The show in 1922 was held in aid of the Arnold War Memorial fund . This memorial had just
been built in the Arnot Hill Park and was being paid for by public subscription. The events
entertainment at the club was provided by the Arnold United Prize band , the Hucknall Glee
Party and the Arnold Troup of minstrels. These were typical of the events at the time that even
today continue with local and national artists of all types entertaining members and visitors with
in this club.

10

Pictures

The old swimming baths at the side of the Carnegie library

This shop was at the junction of High Str and Front Str. It was demolished to
make the square .The shop with the OXO sign still exists and was the one
with the first telephone.

After the shop shown above was demolished but before the cafe and
takeaways were built
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Arnolds second cinema on the corner of Nottingham Rd

The Eagle Square from the air before Front str was paved.

Herons recently photographed at Arnot Hill Park
The Old Bonington Theatre built around the St Albans Picturedrome.
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Bob Massey Books
Snippets from History series
Vols 1 to 4 Four volumes containing short articles taken from the
history of Arnold, Mapperley and the local villages. Books to dip into.
£4.95p each
Vol 5 The People and the Park : the story of Arnot Hill Park Arnold
from its earliest beginnings in the 17th century. The lives of the
people who lived on and owned the estate over the years, up to the
first world war..
£5.95p each
Vol 6 Arnot Hill Auxiliary hospital: the story of Arnot Hill House
and park during the First World War as a VAD Red Cross hospital,
treating wounded soldiers.
£4.95p each

For Details of Bobs talks & walks
visit www.bobmassey.info
or email
b.massey@gmx.com
--------------------------------------------------

Vol 7 A family of Education and Architecture: the story of the
Higginbottoms of Arnold and their country wide impact on buildings,
architecture and education in the 19th and early 20th century.
£5.95p each
Vol 8 Death in a Barrel: the story of the mysterious death of William
Smith Tanner in Mapperley in 1888.
£4.95p each

Visit for details of activities

Snippets from History special The traditions of Christmas: the
origins of some of our seasonal customs
£3 each

www.arnold-history-group.org
or Twitter @ArnoldHistory
for details of meetings

All available from MSR News Front Str Arnold

Contact website www.bobmassey.info
or email b.massey@gmx.com for further details
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For general enquiries email alhgroupo@gmail.com
or write to the Secretary:
144 Surgeys Lane, Arnold. Nottingham. NG5 8GB
Telephone 0115 9200626
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